PLANTERS AND TRADERS           155

a young man of another landholding Quaker family
and would thus join the two estates.

There was a marked difference between East
Jersey and West Jersey in county organization.
In West Jersey the people tended to become
planters; their farms and plantations somewhat
like those of the far South; and the political unit
of government was the county. In East Jersey
the town was the starting point and the county
marked the boundaries of a collection of towns.
This curious difference, the result of soil, climate,
and methods of life, shows itself in other States
wherever South and North meet. Illinois is an
example, where the southern part of the State is
governed by the county system, and the northern
part by the town system.

The lumberman, too, in clearing off the prime-
val forest and selling the timber, usually dealt in
immense acreage. Some families, it is said, can
be traced steadily proceeding southward as they
stripped off the forest, and started sawmills and
gristmills on the little streams that trickled from
the swamps, and like beavers making with their
dams those pretty ponds which modern lovers1 of
the picturesque are now so eager to find. A good
deal of the lumbering in the interior pines tract